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UUPCC Nomination Slate for J u n émansal Meeting

Partof theU U P C Mdsmessatits annualmeetingin New Orleanson June23 will beelecting
membergo theU U P C ®@6asdof DirectorsandNominatingCommitteeTheUU P CC 6 s
NominatingCommittee(Harold Babcock Ann GaryandHankPierce)arepleasedo nominatethe
following people:

9 Carol Cook (San Mateo, CA) for a second thrgear term on th8oard of Directors.

Carolhas served on the UUPCC Board since June 2014, and on the

UUPCC Communications Committee since January 2010. She is a retired
librarian andresides in San Mateo, California. She iscbair of the
Unitarian Universalists of San Mat eo/¢
and has served UUSM as Membershigchair, Treasurer, Financial

Secretary, and Board member. Carol has traveled to the Phdfpfve

times to meet UUSM's partners in the Ulay congregation on Negros Island,

and in March 2013 organized a large collection of theology books donated

by Dr. Richard Beals to the UU Church of the Philippines library in Dumaguete.

1 Melody Moberg (Seattle WA) for a second thregear term on
theBoard of Directors. Melody is Chair of the UUPCC Youth
and Young Adult Initiative and Director of Religious Education at
University Unitarian Church in Seattle, WA. She has served on
the UUPCC Board of Directossnce 2014. Last year she served
as coeleader of the young adult program at the ICUU Conference
f and Council Meeting in the Netherlands. Melody is albifey
UU. She won the 2011 UUA Social Witness Sermon Contest. Melody graduated in 2010
from Lawrence Uiversity in Appleton, WI with a BA in religious studies and English, and
volunteered full time with adults with developmental disabilities before coming to University
Unitarian Church in 2011. She is studying for a Master of Divinity at Se#tileersity
School of Theology and Ministry.
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1 Michelle LeebensMack (Athens, GA) for a first thregear term on th8oard of Directors.
/ I Michelle has been actively involved with the Partner Church Council
| at the UU Fellowship of Athens since moving to Georgia iD620She

initiated the small group ministry program at UUFA and served as the
Lay Minister for Connections from 2042D17. Michelle helped make
arrangements for partner church members visiting Athens, and in
2015, she traveled to Okland, Transylvanigpas of a pilgrimage

: ; group Vvisiting UUFAOGs partner congr
lifelong experience in making international connections, including spending summers with
family in the Netherlands every caensl e of ye
during school years and she served as the president of her high school AFS club where she
met her now husband of 30+years. Michelle has been a UU since 1999, attending UU
congregations in TX, TN, NY, PA and now GA. Michelle is a Registered Nuthenide
experience in critical care, emergency, and hospice. Michelle now works in surgery centers
and at the University of Georgia Health Service Travel Clinic.

1 Rlchard Van Duizend (Falls Church, VA) for a thregear term on th&lominating

| | Committee. Dick is a retired Court Management Consultant and has
pursued his work throughout the United States and its territories, and
internationally in countries such as Bangladesh, Canada, Egypt,
Lebanon, and Nigeria. Dick has been a member of the PartneshChu
Circle of the UU Congregation of Fairfax (VA) for 20 years, and has
visited both its Transylvanian partner, Szentgerice, and its partner in the
Khasi Hills, Puriang. He participated in a Community Capacity Building workshop in
Puriang and has traveléal the Philippines to meet with congregations and the leadership of
the UU Church of the Philippines, and to Indonesia to meet with the leadership of the
Unitarian Christian Church of Indonesia. He was appointed by the Board in October 2015 to
fill an opening and will serve until June 2017. He previously served on the Board, including
as Chair from January 2010 to June 2013.

A UUPCCmembemwhois notincludedin theaboveslatemaybe nominatedor the Boardof
Directorsor the NominatingCommitteeby a petition signedby tenor morevoting membersf the
UUPCCanddeliveredto the Boardof DirectorsChair,Rev.MorganMcLean
(morganrmclean@gmail.com)y May 26, 2017alongwith a statemenby the candidatestatingthe
c a n d i willngnes3ts acceptthe nomination.
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Sign Up Now for the UUPCC Luncheon/Annual Meeting at
GA

Date/Time: Friday, June 23from 12:00-1:30 pm
Location: Hampton Inn and SuitesFulton Room, New Orleans, LA
Cost: $39per person

Signup now for the UUPCCLuncheononline by following thesesteps:

1. Follow thislink: http://www.uupcc.org/getinvolved/online-store

2.Click thebluefi GdoS t o lbuttoa.

3. Eithercreateanaccountor log-in to your existingUUPCC account

4. Checktheboxnextto P u r cThisd ¢ ee andeaterhow manyticketsy o uliked

5.Clickii Ch ©awhk 0

6. NOTE: If you arebuyingmorethanoneticket, pleasenotify our office with the namesof all who
will beattendingat office@uupcc.org(You canalsonotify usby phone:3149182618)

Or, sendusa checkfor $39 perperson:
UUPCC

483E. LockwoodAve. Suite109
St.Louis,MA 63119

Onlineandsnailmailedreservatios mustbereceivedoy June9.

This eventhasthreeveryimportantpurposesconductinghe busines®f the UUPCC(including
electingBoardandNominatingCommitteemembers)honoring2017 CornishAward recipient
CathyCordesandtherecipientsof the Stewardof PartnershigAwards,andhavingthe chanceover
lunchto talk with otherUUPCCmembers.

Themeal,aNew OrleansF a r miglarketBuffet, will includevegetarianglutenfree, andvegan
options.

The AnnualMeetingwill startat12:45pm. Lunchticketsarenotrequiredto atterd the Annual
Meeting.

QuestionsEmail the UUPCCoffice at office@uupcc.orgr call (314)9182618.
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UUPCC Events at General Assembly

Rev. Roger Bertschausen, UUPCC Executive Director

| hopethatmanyUUPCCmembersandsupportersill beableto comeGeneralAssemblyin New
Orleans! The UUPCCwill onceagainhaveaboothin theexhibithall andseveralkevents. Please
stopby our boothandsayhello!

PARTNER
CHURCH

> COUNCIL 3

Thursday, June 22

5:00-6:15pm UUPCC/ICUU/UUA International Office Worship Serviced Convention
Center 206-207

UUPCCBoardmemberRev.DianeRollertis againcoordinatingandmastermindinghis service.
Overseagparticipantswill includeRev. Tet Gallardofrom the Philippines,Rev.Gyer6David from
TransylvanieandRev.DarihunKhriam from Northeastindia. Thethemeof theserviceisii Wa | k
JustlyandHumbly: HonoringInternationaP ar t ner shi ps. 0

6:15-8:00pm UUA International Office/UUPCC/ICUU receptiond Hampton Inn and Suites
Dauphine Room

All arewelcometo join usfor thisreception We Ibhearupdateson UUA InternationalOffice,
UUPCC,ICUU activitiesandsomeof our excitingcollaborationsLight food andrefreshmentsuill
beservedlt will alsobeagreatchanceo minglewith othersdedicatedo our global U/U faith.

Friday, June 23

12:00-1:30pm UUPCC Luncheonand Annual Meetingd Hampton Inn and SuitesFulton
Room

This eventhasthreevery importantpurposesconductingthe busines®f the UUPCC(including
electingBoardandNominatingCommitteemembers)honoring2017CornishAward recipient
CathyCordes(seethisn e ws | &adaricle)amitherecipientsof the Stewardof Partnership
Awards,andhavingthe chanceoverlunchto talk with otherUUPCCmembers.Signup by
following this link andthenclicking thebluefi G ®o Star ebatton:http://www.uupcc.org/get
involved/online-store
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2017 Steward of Partnership Award Recipients

Rev. Roger Bertschausen, UUPCC Executive Director

Eachyear,the UUPCCis pleasedo presenits Stewardof PartnershipAward to peoplewho provide
exceptionakarefor theirownc o n g r e gathersioips.bhesearethe someof theunsungheroes
of the UUPCC. Long-termpartnershipslo not automaticallysustainthemselves.Theytaketime,
attention,andloving careto maintainlong distanceconnectionandnurturefriendship. Oftenthis
work is not publicly recognizedeventhoughit is the crucialgrassrootsvork thatkeepsthe
partnershighriving andkeepsthe congregationgnvolved.

Thepeoplerecognizedvith this awardhavekeptcommunicatiorgoing,organizedvorshipservices,
kepttheir congregationengagedmadefriends,sharedstorie® andtheirlivesd with their partners
in othercountries. Theyhavecookedandservedandcleared up at countlessvents. Theyhave
visitedtheir partnersandhelpedtheir partnerscomehere.

The UUPCCis proudto presenits 2017 Stewardof PartnershipAward to:

1 Rev. Dr. Phillip Hewitt, Minister Emeritus of the Unitarian Church of Vancouver, BC

Rev. Dr. Phillip Hewett has contributed mightily to
Vancover 6s partnership wi
Brasso, Transylvania, for going on three decades, startir]
with contacting Brass- 0s
ten trips to Transylvania over tyears. International
engagement has been a focus of his gty years of
service to our liberal faith, including active involvement i
the International Association for Religious Freedom
(IARF). He and his wife Margaret received a joint award
for Outstanding Service to International Liberal Religion
from the IARF in 1983.

Rev.Dr.PhillipHewettpreachingin
+ |y O2 gedt@&eNRuichin Brasso,
Transylvania
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1 Valerie Zucker Holt, First Parish in Concord, MA (awarded posthumously)
__________________Valerie Zucker Holt was a champi ol

with the Unitarian church in Székelykeresztur, Transylvania,

traveling there seven times with both adult and youth service

pilgrimages. She was always at the forefront of partnership events

and activities, including offering her own radical hospitality to

numerous groups of Székelykereszturi. She was diagnosed with

lung cancer that had spread to her brain shortly after her final trip

in 2014. Val died in October 2016. She is mourned byladi

1 knew her, including those from her beloved Székelykeresztar

to her brain

shortly after her |

final trip in 2014. Val died in October

2016. She is mourned by all who knew

her, including those from her beloved

Székelykeresztur.

ValerieZuckemHolt makingchimney
cakein Széklykeresztituringher
last pilgrimagein November2014.

9 Carolyn and Mike Nolan, First Unitarian Church, St. Louis, MO (awarded
posthumously to Carolyn)

CarolynandMike Nolanhavebeen
deeplyinvolvedfor manyyearswith
theirc h u r partnérshipvith the
Unitarianchurchin Csokfalva,
Transylvania.Carolynsparkedhe
reconnectiomwith Csékfalvain the early
2000safterinitial contacthadbeenmade
inthe1990s.Mi k e sf
Transylvaniarhistoryandcultureand
his languageskill makehim agreatasset
to the partnershiptoo. Carolynand
Mike plannedandled pilgrimagesto

Mike and Carolynfirst and secondrom the
left.
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Csokfalvain 2007,2009and2013,andthey
weretheinspirationbehindanotherpilgrimage
lastSeptember Carolyndied of cancelast
October,onthedaytheU U P C Ceagjienal
conferenceook placeat herchurch. Sheis

| mournedby family andfriendsin St. Louis,
Csokfalva,andbeyond.

Mike and Carolynthird andfourth fromthe
left.

1 Livia Racz, First Church in Belmont, MA
Livia Raczbés constant attention, organizati o
for ten years have kept the partnership between Belmont and the Unitarian church in
Désfalva, Transylvania tal for both congregations. A native Hungarian speaker, she has
been crucial to maintaining communication between the partners. She has been a primary
planner of worship services and partnership dinners for which she has provided recipes and
Transylvania music. She translated tirelessly when she traveled twice with Belmont
delegations to Désfalva with her husband Bruce and two children, and she and Bruce
coordinated a visit by a group of eight visitors from Désfalva. She has consistently lifted up
the partnership not as charity but as friendship among equals.

1 Steve and KC Swallow, First Religious Society in Newburyport, MA
KC and Steve Swallow were the first people t
Ujszékely, Transylvania in 1998. A year latiyey hosted their partner minister and his
parents in Newburyport. They helped organize pilgrimages to their partners in 2000, 2003,
2012 and 2016. During their nearly twenty years of involvement, they have been dedicated
partner church supporters angmoters.

1 Ceil and Tom Toth, Unitarian Universalists of Southern Delaware, Lewes, DE
Tom and Ceil Toth proposed establishing a partner church relationship for their then ten
yearold, 110 member UUs of Southern Delaware (UUSD) congregation in 2009. They
traveled to their partner church, the Unitarian churchardatur Transylvania, even before
the partnership was officially recognized by the UUPCC. They hosted a visit from their
partner minister and spouse in 2012 and led a pilgrimage in 2014.ré&theyed in 2015 and
are planning another UUSD visit this year. The relationship that they have helped nurture is
truly mutual: members of the Tordatar church contributed funds as well as ten beautiful
embroideries to UUSDOGs 0w buil ding which op
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i Barbara Weber, Main Line Unitarian Church, Devon, PA

g

(Aboveg BarbaraWeberwith Vagyas
Domokosand BallaDeszotwo lay
membersof Main[ A yp&r@erchurch
in Varfalva, Transylvania.Barbara
notesthat evenwith active
participationandyvisitsby the ministers
of Main Lineand Varfalva,the

partnershipis built on the foundationof

lay leadershign both congregations.

(Right) Barbara Weber with a 2008
pilgrimageto Main[ A yp&r@etchurch
in Varfalva, TransylvaniaBarbarais on
the far left. This pilgrimage was a
momentouseventfor the partnership.

Barbara Weber made her fir
partner church in Varfalva, Transylvania in 1999. She
then poured herselfta this relatively new
partnership. She has worked tirelessly and creatively
over the last nearly twenty years to grow the
partnership team at Main Line, organize and lead trips,
raise funds, keep the congregation engaged, and
encourage communication been partners. She has
dedicated herself to supporting the kind of mutual
partnership which transforms lives and helps build a
better world. She served on the UUPCC Board from
2001 to 2008, and inspired two current UUPCC Board
members to get involved iraRnership: Board chair
Rev. Morgan McLean and Rev. Andrew Weber (her
son).
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Thank You to Our Sponsoring Congregations!

We aregratefulto all of the North AmericanU/U congregationshatareinstitutionalmembers.
Membershipduesfrom our institutionalmembersarea veryimportantsourceof incomefor the
UUPC@ in 2017,we arelookingto getaboutl3% of our operatingoudgetfrom institutional
membershiglues.

We areparticularlygratefulfor the congregationghatpaymembershigat the Supportingevel.
Their generosityowardthe UUPCCis awonderfu gift to the UUPCCandthework it doesto
supportandnurturemutualpartnerships.

Hereis thelist of Supportingevel congregation§rom 2016:

Unitarian Universalist Congregationof Phoenix, Arizona
First Unitarian Church, SanJose,California

First Universalist Church, Denver, Colorado

UU Congregationof Atlanta, Georgia

UU Congregationof Castine,Maine

First Universalist Church, Yarmouth, Maine

First Parish in Bedford, Massachusetts

Societyof First Church in Boston,Massachusetts

UU Meeting Houseof Chatham, Massachusetts

Unitarian Societyof Northampton and Florence,Massachusetts
UU Church of Greater Lynn in Swampscott,Massachusetts
First Parish Church, Weston,Massachusetts

River Road UU Congregation,Bethesda,Maryland

P e o p Cherbhsof Kalamazoo, Michigan

All SoulsUnitarian Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Main Line Unitarian Church, Devon,Pennsylvania
Unitarian Church in Charleston, South Carolina

UU Congregationof Fairfax, Virginia

Kitsap UU Fellowship, Bremerton, Washington

First Unitarian Society,Madison, Wisconsin

Thankyou especiallyto thesecongregation$or their support!
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Two Public Pilgrimages i Deadline To Register May 27
We arevery pleasedo announcewo pilgrimagesin 2017opento all individuals:

1 CrossCultural TransylvaniaPilgrimage(on abudget)in August2017:Experience
TransylvaniaalongsideKhasiUnitarians
from NE India! The UnitarianUnion of
NE Indiahasaskedhe UUPCCto
organizea pilgrimagefor its members
this August,andtheywantto sharetheir

| journeywith you. Two weeksvisiting the

| historicUnitarianplaces medievalcities,
' castlesandenjoyingthe pastorabeauty
of centralTransylvania all for lessthan
$100/day.

1 TransylvanialhanksgivingPilgrimagein Septembe2017:Two life-changingweeksin
Transylvanidor under$1,150! This is the samequality Unitarianpilgrimagethatthe
UUPCChasbeenfacilitating for two decades butat 60% of the price.Pilgrimswill visit the
mostsignificart Unitarianholy
sitesandspendhespecial
TransylvaniarThanksgiving
weekendwith partner
congregatios, makingnew
friendsandrevitalizing
partnership. If youdonothave
apartnerin Transylvaniathe
UUPCCwill arrangéfor youto
stayin oneof the manybeautiful
Unitarianvillageswith other
pilgrims. Thereis alsoan
optionalpretrip Budapest
extensionanda posttrip
extensiorto Maramures. the
PaintedMonasterie®f Bucovia.

To find our moreandto register visit http://www.uupcc.org/pilgrimages/pilgrimage
opportunities
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The Unitarian Academyd A New Project of the Czech
Unitarians

Kristyna Ledererova Kolajova and Petr Samojsky

E d i tnote:BheUnitarian Academys a newandexcitingprojectof the CzechUnitariansthat
holdsgreatpromisenotjustfor CzechUnitariansbut Unitariansand Unitarian Universalists
aroundtheworld. TheUUPCCRootsand Branched~und providedsomeof theinitial fundingfor
theUnitarian Academy.

The Unitarian Academy is
a new project of the
religious society of Czech
Unitarians. I main goal
is to provide education
both to the members of
our society and to
interested applicants from
the public. We would also
very much like to provide
education to Unitarians
from abroad, and we plan
to make all educational
workshops bilingual (in
Czech and English) no
later than next year.

The Unitarian Academy officially started in January 2017. Nonetheless, it took sixswdinkensive
preparations to make it so (not mentioning the previous formulation of necessary ideological
background and purpose of the project as a whole). The preparations were made by the team, which
at first consisted of two people and later becans®mmittee of six. The initial and very important
inspiration for the project was provided by the experience we gained at the Unitarian conference
European Leadership School held in Cluj in September 2014. The conference had lay person's
leadership as its1ain theme.

The main reason for establishing our own educational institution is our awareness of the fact that we
need educated members in order to ensure a healthy growth of our community. We need members that
have a clear vision of who we are (incluglithe history of our fellowship in the Czech Republic and
history of the Unitarian movement abroad) as well as good knowledge of how their headquarters work,
what are the principles and practice of management in our religious society, what are the ebntents
our internal regulations and why. It is also vital to provide our active members with at least a basic
instruction concerning layman's leadership and volunteering. All of these goals are not really
achievable without the establishment of an educatimsétution. Relying on study visits abroad is

not an answer, because study visits are available only to a very limited number of members.
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That is why we came up with the concept of the Academy. The educational program is constituted by
lectures and woshops, which take place during a several days' stays and that share a common
(umbrella) theme. Another important part of the study then takes place orstudglbasis, with the

help and under the supervision of study tutors. All study tutors have experboth with teaching

and with liberal religion and their role is essential to the project as a whole. One third of these tutors
are Unitarian ministers, one third are lay members of our society and one third are external experts.
We are very grateful foexternal opinions which allow for reflection and prevent us from becoming
withdrawn in our own world and understanding.

The basic form of study in
the Unitarian Academy
consists of six moduleg
(their themes are Tradition

Leadership, Education
Service Theology and
Publicservice). Every

module lasts half a year. |
order to finish a module
successfully, students nee
to attend three days' stud
stay of lectures and
workshops, answer prepare
guestions, which are aimef
at reflection of discusseq
contert and requiring work
with specialized literature,
and also write a text on &
theme previously agreed o
with the tutor or prepare a project for her or his congregation and put it into practice. The chosen form
of distance learning is a necessity, becalmest all students of the Academy work ftithe or have
parental duties and it would be impossible for them to attend the program more often than twice a
year. The study tutors then work with students individually and communicate with them for example
via e-mail or Skype.

We also offer a study program for future candidates of ministry work, and we have six students in this
program already.

It was obvious to us from the beginning that in order to achieve an acceptable standard of education,
we mustcooperate closely with Unitarian experts and leaders from abroad. Sadly, our community is
too small and is not able to ensure the acceptable educational standard only by its own means.
Making sure that lecturers from abroad will continually take part ireducational programs is quite
difficult, and there are financial concerns involved as well (because of the need to provigediigh
translations and interpreting). But it is already obvious to us that listening and talking to guests from
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abroad is ao the biggest high point of the Academy. It is something that inspires and attracts students,
even foreign students. We want to continue our cooperation with lecturers from abroad by all means,
and in the future, we would also like to provide interpretihigctures, held in Czech into English for
foreign students (not only interpreting of lectures in English into Czech).

The Unitarian Academy has its own website, both in Czech and English vessionunitarska-

akademie.c. The first educational module has already begun and the first lectures and workshops,

deallng with the theme of Unitarian tradition and history, were held at the end of March and at the
= start of April 2017. Rev. Eric

Cherry fromthe UUA (pictured

left) and rev. Dr. Sandor Kovacz

from the Unitarian Institute in

Cluj took part in them, among

others, and their lectures were

received with enthusiasm and

delight. We would like to thank

them this way for their courage,

because they aged to take part

in a brandnew project. They

also agreed to work for us free of

charge. That was a great help

and we are very grateful to them!

Workshops and lectures took

. | place in the newly opened study
center in the area of the Cesky Krumlov castlaﬁl&s to that we had professional facilities at our
disposal and the capacity of the course was fully filled with students. The Academy now has 22
students, representing almost all our congregations (there are 400 registered Unitarians altogether in
the Czeh Republic). According to most of the questionnaires, which we sent out and collected after,
most of the students were very satisfied both with the content and organization of the event. The event
fulfilled their expectations.
There are students alreadgistering for the next module, which will take place in autumn. We hope
that the project will be successful also in the future and that it will help us achieve the goal of having
more active members, who will be involved in Unitarian work, and espeggdlyaring the new
generation of leaders both in the ranks of lay members and ministers.

We hope to establish an official cooperation with some of the Unitarian schools and educational
institutions and to be able to make use of their very valuable expesien

In conclusion we would very much like to send our thanks to the Unitarian Universalist Partner Church
Council, namely to Barbara Kres Beach and Rev. Roger Bertschausen. They helped us to obtain a
grant from their Roots and Wings fund, and this fatitmake the first period of running the Unitarian
Academy much easier for us. But we would also very much like to thank them for their personal
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